Summary of Week One


If you missed some of the messages, hopefully this summary will catch 
you up!


Our discussion began by recognizing that 7.3 million out of the 11.8 
million people living with AIDS are young women. To start to understand 
this, we asked the respondents how AIDS impacted their communities. 

--AIDS has different faces in different communities--

David Moutou from Australia and Greg Noda from New Zealand said that 
AIDS is primarily spread through male-male sexual contact in their 
countries. Moutou wrote, "Another job I have is as a "Drag Performer" - 
meaning I perform in hotels late at night much in the style of 
'Priscilla Queen of the Desert'. Here in Sydney, HIV/AIDS continues to 
mainly affect the homosexual/gay community. Of course, its affect does 
go beyond the gay community, but it has remained quite localised. A lot 
of health promotion and safe-sex campaigning is aimed at gay males. 
Unfortunately, recent statistics have shown about an 18% increase in 
HIV/AIDS notification amongst gay men."

Hemanta Naik from India wrote about a problem many communities 
increasingly face-- truck drivers spreading HIV. "After investigating 
this Indo-African community, It came to my knowledge, for the sake of 
bread, many women from this community are engaged in the flesh trade and 
they exchange their body for the monetary favour to the truck drivers, 
who are AIDS carriers in this part of India."

We heard from Freyhiwot Nadew that in Ethiopia, "AIDS us taking many 
lives, especially of the active working groups of the society, the 
youth. Documents show that it is one in six... Yes, women are 
biologically more vulnerable to the infection than men. For centuries, 
we had a culture that looks down on women. They didn't have access to 
resources, education and work. As a result, they are dependent on men. 
These and the fact that they don't have say over their reproductive 
rights, they are more vulnerable to the infection."


--Factors in Creasing Women's Vulnerability-- Culture, age, geography...--

Our overarching question about how gender roles increase women's 
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS engendered the most discussion. Mary B. from 
Kenya described a range of factors--poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, 
rape, insufficient health care facilities, and forced and arranged 
marriages--that contribute to women's increased vulnerability. 

Leona Dai wrote that "In China, especially the rural areas of China, the 
girls are for sure the very vulnerable population who usually don't have 
the equal right for education, jobs and the like. Even a lot of girls, 
because of the poverty of their family, have no choice but to be the 
prostitutes in order to support their family. As far as I am concerned, 
I wish the government should take more actions to work closely with the 
youth in the countryside and especially for the girls. I wish there 
would be more youth friendly clinics that could act as the counseling 
centers in the community to help the youth especially the vulnerable 
girls in the roles of gender to some extent in the society."

Others detailed cultural practices and ideologies that increase women's 
risk of contracting HIV. Adeleye Gbenga from Nigeria said female 
circumcision by unsterilized sharp objects increases women's 
vulnerability to HIV infection. "The issue of culture may soon destroys 
us and bring poverty because many young women are dying with their 
potentials."

Steve Aborisade listed wife inheritance, religious rites involving the 
exchange of blood, offering one's wife to a guest as a form of 
hospitality, and a man's sexual access to his wife's sisters as cultural 
practices that exacerbate the spread of HIV/AIDS. Kidest Nadew, who is 
Ethopian by birth, raises the issue of girls as young as 11 or 12 
marrying much older men.

Carol Clakes comment drew many responses, "My students have told me that 
they as girls are still pressured to have sex and that their boyfriends 
might drop them if the don't. Therefore contraception would not be in 
their control. This is 14 year-old girls." Respondents replied that 
the men who demand sex should be targeted for prevention measures and 
education-- instead of always placing the focus on the young girls.

Christine Sadia wrote that negotiating safe sex is difficult regardless 
of sexual barriers, "Issues of sexuality are sensitive and difficult to 
handle as you have rightly said. especially where culture is still 
strong and dominant. Gender roles and stereotypes in certain cultural 
settings make things impossible, but generally safe sex negotiation is 
difficult even where there are no cultural barriers."


For the full archives, please visit: 

http://groups.takingitglobal.org/GenderAIDS/messages


For more information on our project visit:

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/genderAIDS
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